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What we’ll cover 

What are altmetrics? What is tracked/How We track it 

Attention to Romanian Research: 

•  Overview and totals  

•  Top coverage, recent coverage 

 -  

 

 



“ Altmetrics are non-traditional indicators 
proposed as an alternative to more traditional 
citation impact metrics, such as impact factor 

and h-index. 



Altmetric automatically tracks many kinds of research... 



By audiences beyond researchers 

General public Government agencies/
NGOs/non-profits 

Professional practitioners 
(lawyers, legislators, 

faculty, etc) 
Interested parties (patients) 

Users 



News outlets & 
Blogs 

 
•  Over 2,000 news 

sites 
•  Global coverage 
•  Data Mining 
 

Social media  
  

Twitter, Facebook, 
Google+,  

Public posts only 
9,000+ Blogs 

 
 

Reference  
managers 

  
•  Mendeley, Citeulike 

etc 
•  Reader counts 

Other sources 
  

Scopus Citations 
Open Syllabus 

Project 
Wikipedia 
YouTube 

Reddit 
Q&A 

Post-publication 
peer review 

  
Publons 
Pubpeer 

F1000 

Policy 
Documents 

 
•  NICE Evidence 
•  Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate 
Change 

•  Many more… 
•  Data Mining 



…That complement existing journal-based metrics… 

H-index 

Citations 

Impact Factor 

# of articles published 

Time to publication 

Rejection rates 

Acceptance rates 

Lag time: Months or 
years to accrue 
 
Niche audience: 
Researchers who 
publish 



Grant funders looking for proof of “broader impacts”  
often defined as “an effect, change, or benefit to the  
economy, society, culture, public policies, health, the 
environment, etc.”  
 
Research Excellence Framework,  
http://www.ref.ac.uk/panels/assessmentcriteriaandleveldefinitions/ 

Broaden dissemination to enhance scientific and 
technological understanding, for example, by presenting 
results of research and education projects in formats useful to 
students, scientists and engineers, members of Congress, 
teachers, and the general public. 
 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2007/nsf07046/nsf07046.jsp 

Funders are noticing - “Broader Dissemination…Broader Impact” 



Funders are noticing - “Broader Dissemination…Broader Impact” 

H2020’s 'Impact’ Criterion  
[E]nhancing innovation capacity and integration of new 
knowledge, to strengthening the competitiveness and growth 
of companies by developing and delivering innovations 
meeting market needs, and to other environmental or 
social impacts[…] 

“The primary aim of SEP assessments is to reveal and 
confirm the quality and the relevance of the research to 
society and to improve these where necessary.” 
 
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 
https://www.knaw.nl/nl/actueel/publicaties/standard-evaluation-
protocol-2015-2021 



How do we gather data? 



How do we populate our database? 3 things needed 

An output 
(journal 
article, 

dataset, etc) 

An identifier 
attached to 
the output 

(DOI, PMID, 
etc) 

Mentions in a 
source we 

track 



An output (journal 
article, dataset, 

etc) 



DOIs General 

PubMed ID Health Sciences 

arXiv ID Physics, Mathematics & Computer Sciences 

ADS ID Astrophysics data system 

SSRN ID Social Sciences 

RePEC ID Economics 

Handles General 

ClinicalTrials.gov 
Records Medicine/biomedical 

URN General (used in European repositories) 

An identifier 
attached to 
the output 

(DOI, PMID, 
etc) 



Mentions in a 
source we 

track 



•  2,000+ News sites tracked  
•  2.5 million stories scanned every week 
•  Track links to research 
•  Data Mining – Author + title detection 
•  Journal Title Detection 
•  Links to each mention 
•  2,100 weekly stories mention research 

Data Mining: Mainstream News in Full 



Data Mining:  
Discovering coverage that doesn‘t directly cite research  



Data Mining:  
Discovering coverage that doesn‘t directly cite research  



Policy Document Data Mining 
44 Sources, 50,000 documents 

British Thoracic Society Guidelines 

AWMF - Association of Scientific Medical Societies  

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

Food and Agriculture Organization  

GOV.UK - Policy papers, Research & Analysis 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

CARE International - CARE Insights 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Mental Health Foundation 

Medicins Sans Frontieres – UK, American, 
International 

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

NICE Evidence Services 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

The Microbiology Society 

UK Parliament Briefing Notes 

World Bank 

International Monetary Fund 

 

 

 

 



Example: Research buried in PDF without identifer used 



A Homepage for every item 

Search for links to 
those domains in 
attention sources. 

Follow a list of 
domains. 

Collate 
attention. 

Display data in  
Altmetric Details Pages. 

E.g. blogs, news, 
policy documents, 
social media. 

Disambiguation 
across different 
versions. 

E.g. nature.com,  
lse.ac.uk, 
figshare.com 



Research Output-Level Presentation 



Brief interlude: What is the score? What does it indicate? 
Volume Sources Authors 

The score for an article 
rises as more people 

mention it. 
 
 

Each source category 
contributes a different 

base amount to the final 
score. 

 

Assess the author of 
each mention in terms of 
their reach, promiscuity 

and bias. 

More info at: www.altmetric.com - About altmetrics – The donut and score 

It indicates amount of attention the output has received.  
You can glean attention sentiment by qualitative analysis. 



Brief interlude:  
How do the colors/weightings work? 

Mention type Points 

News 8   

Blogs 5   

Twitter 1   

Facebook 0.25 

Sina Weibo 1   

Wikipedia 3 

Policy 
Documents (per 
source) 

3 

Q&A 0.25 

F1000/Publons/
Pubpeer 1 

YouTube 0.25   

Reddit/Pinterest 0.25   

LinkedIn 0.5 More info at: www.altmetric.com - About altmetrics –  The donut and score 



It’s all in the details...overview of Twitter/Mendeley demographics and 
score benchmarking 



Institutional Account – Your Attention in one place 



What the World is Saying 
About Romanian Research 



We searched for Romanian Data from 2012-2016 



We searched for All Romanian Data from 2012-2016 

-  15,351publications (Scopus) 
-  Almost 7,000 Posts about the research 
-  1,593 publications are mentioned 
-  14 Different sources of attention 

 



We searched for All Romanian Data from 2012-2016 



Top Attention-Receiving Publication 
 



The Most recent attention – During this conference! 



Yesterday (25th) someone added this to Wikipedia 



Taking Credit: Positive Coverage! 



Taking Credit:  
Big Increase in news, F1000 recommendations 



Unusual Impact and Attention 
Two Physics papers from Bucharest University inspired a 
classical album about Cosmology called “The first Three Minutes” 
– in 2010! 





Unusual Impact and Attention 

This French video is about suicide.  
It offers resources for help for  
vulnerable people. 

It has almost 170,000 views 

It is based on work conducted at  
The National School of Public Health and  
Health Services Management,  
Bucharest, Romania 



Unusual Impact and Attention 

This French video is about suicide.  
It offers resources for help for  
vulnerable people. 

It has almost 170,000 views 

It is based on work conducted at  
The National School of Public Health and  
Health Services Management,  
Bucharest, Romania 



Action: Attention which needs a response 

STATCHECK – automatic statistical analysis  
posted to PubPeer – 2 potentialerrors spotted  
in one paper.  
 
No response by author/institution yet. 



Things to Consider 

Only 10% of the publications from these 6 Unis is ever mentioned. The average in 
Europe is over 30% (60-70% for medical) 

You need to claim positive coverage for your authors 

You need to manage negative coverage with your authors 

You need to demonstrate social impacts to H2020 and other European funders 

 

...Altmetric offers you a way to do all of this. 



Thanks!  
Q&A 

Ben McLeish 
Ben@altmetric.com 
+44 750 6543635 
 
 
 


