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Every journal has a story to tell

THE JOURNAL CITATION REPORTS (JCR) IS

• Journal Intelligence
– It includes journal metrics and indicators, such as the Journal Impact Factor, but also provides other descriptive and contextual information.

• With transparency
– You can not only see the data but also see through the data to a more nuanced consideration of journal value.

– With new article-level data, you have a clearer understanding of the quality of the articles included in the journal as well as the relationship between the article and 
the journal. 

• To show value of journals
– The value of the journal is more than just a sum of its parts, value is also derived from the reciprocal relationship between the quality of a journal and the quality of 

its content. Good articles make for a good journal, and a good journal enhances a good article.

– The JCR is uniquely focused on the journal and its role in the network of scholarly communication.

Clarivate Analytics is publisher-neutral
Clarivate Analytics is not a publisher

From the sources we select for indexing to the metrics we provide, we are free from conflict of interest in primary publishing. 



3

Which journals should I 
publish in?

Which  are the principal 
journals in my field?

Which journals should I 
keep/remove from  my 

collection?

How does my journal 
perform compared  to 
competitor journals?

Where will my article get 
better exposure?

WHY JOURNAL EVALUATION?
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RESEARCH MANAGERS & 
INFORMATION ANALYSTS

Track publication and citation patterns to 
aid your strategy and policy decisions

LIBRARIANS

Make informed decisions to add, archive, or 
remove journals from your collections

PUBLISHERS & EDITORS

Determine your journals’ influence in the 
marketplace and review editorial functions

RESEARCHERS

Identify the most influential journals in 
which to publish
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Click to check 

FULL JOURNAL LIST

Click to check 

NEW JOURNAL LIST

11,655 
Journals

276
New Journals

80
Countries

234
Categories

Average 10% 
increase in JIF

20 Titles 
Suppressed

(14 self-citing, 6 stacking, 
2 from last year*)

*2018 release of 2017 data

Editorial Expression of Concern

https://clarivate.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Crv_JCR_Full-Marketing-List_A4_2018_v4.pdf
https://clarivate.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Crv_JCR_First-Impact-Factor-List_2018_A4_v3.pdf
https://clarivate.com/products/journal-citation-reports/jcr-editorial-expression-concern/
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Web of Science
Core Collection

Science Citation Index Expanded 
Social Sciences Citation Index 
Arts & Humanities Citation Index
Emerging Sources Citation Index 
Book Citation Index
Conference Proceedings Citation Index 

Biological Abstracts

34,000+
reviste unice

150 MILIOANE 
înregistrări unice

1.5 MILIARDE 
referințe citate
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Core Collection
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Source of data - Cited References 

JCR is a quantitative analysis of Cited References to produce metrics:
• Cites to articles or reviews from SCI or SSCI published in 2015/2016 for

Impact Factor 2017
• Cites to articles or reviews SCI & SSCI published 2016 for Immediacy Index
• Cites to all years (Total citations, Citing and Cited Half life)
• Journal Self Citations
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Where does the 2018 JCR data come from?

Inner Ring:   Social Sciences Edition
Outer Ring:  Sciences Edition

79%

15%

2% 4%

91%

5%
2% 2%

flagship
ESCI
CPCI
BKCI

82.80%

13.30%

1.60%2.30%

92.30%

4.50% 2.30%
0.90%

flagship
ESCI
CPCI
BKCI

Total Citation 
contribution

JIF Citation 
Contribution

New 2018

Inclusion of the 
Book Citation Index (BkCI)

https://clarivate.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Crv_JCR_Full-Marketing-List_A4_2018_v4.pdf
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Where does the 2018 JCR data come from?

Our rational behind the decision to include the Book Citation Index (BkCI)

Having JCR report all of WoS Core smooths the path between JCR and WoS; the entire WoS Core Collection is part of how we define “impact” at the
journal level.

Including the BkCI in the JCR allows us to show a multi-dimensional network of journal influence in the JCR, an appropriate analog to the way we
show that multi-dimensional network in WoS.

Although books are likely to contribute relatively few citations to the JIF, they are likely to provide more citations to the 5-year Journal Impact
Factor, particularly for what people call "slow moving fields" where the book literature is a more important vehicle for the publication of primary
research. They will also become a part of the Total Citations.

JCR is launched with 
SCI

SSCI edition added to 
JCR

A&H citations added
Proceedings indices 

citations added
ESCI citations added BKCI citations added

1975 1978 1979 2008 2016 2018
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Where does the 2018 JCR data come from?

Our Early Access initiative in Web of Science is brought into this JCR version

Clarivate Analytics has responded to the need for rapid and immediate indexing of journal content through our indexing of Early Access 
items.

The forthcoming JCR data include and count these items in a way consistent with the overall plan for more robust rollout of 2018 Early 
Access items in Web of Science, and their corresponding full inclusion in 2018 JCR data (2019 release).
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Where does the 2018 JCR data come from?

How does Early Access count towards the JCR data?

JCR counts Early Access items with citable document types in the citable item count
for the year corresponding to the Early Access version. These items also contribute
to the JCR citation pool according to their Early Access publication year.

Most journals have a brief lag between Early Access and final pagination and would
not see major changes in the 2018 JCR data when we have completed the rollout.

What’s the contribution for this JCR?

There are ~375 source records included in the
denominator of the Immediacy Index only, with ~2,700
citations counting towards the JIF numerator.

This small number of items accounts for a very minor
contribution to JIF (0.2% average) for 11% of JCR journals.

Our Early Access initiative in Web of Science is brought into this JCR version
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The meaning of the Impact Factor and its appropriate application 

The Journal Impact Factor is a very useful tool for
evaluation of journals, but it must be used carefully.
At its core, the Journal Impact Factor is used to compare
different journals within a certain field, bearing in mind
considerations including the amount of review or other
types of material published in a journal, variations
between disciplines, and item-by-item impact.

• 1963, Eugene Garfield launches Science Citation Index, ISI, Philadelphia
• Garfield develops concept of Citation Indexing for research discovery

• The Impact Factor was developed to help select journals for SCI
• Available in 1975



Miscellaneous
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Title variants and Journal Impact Factor

Yes! Title variants are unified by the JCR team.

 A citation must include the journal title/variant and year to be calculated for the Journal Impact Factor.
 Publishers are encouraged to provide clear instructions to authors on how to cite the journal, especially

for “online first” or “publish ahead of print” articles.

Authors cite journals
inconsistently. Is the JCR still
capturing the citations? ?
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Title changes and Journal Impact Factor

• The old title is no longer listed. 
• The new title appears with a normal Journal Impact Factor.

Year 

1
Year 

2
Year 

3

• The new title is listed with an Immediacy Index: citations in the 
JCR year (2017) to content published in the JCR year (2017). 

• The old title is listed with normal Journal Impact Factor. 

• The JCR lists separate Journal Impact Factors for the new and the 
old titles. 
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Table of contents and Journal Impact Factor

 Adding new sections or changing existing sections in a currently indexed journal can affect the
Journal Impact Factor.

 Alert Publisher Relations to such changes: publisher.relations@clarivate.com

My journal added a new section
over the past 2 years. Is this
change captured in the JCR? ?

mailto:publisher.relations@clarivate.com
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Supplements and Journal Impact Factor

Citable items from these publications 
are counted in the denominator.

Ensure that Clarivate is aware of these
issues, especially if they fall outside
the stated frequency of the journal.
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Title suppression Journal Self-Citation: Suppression of individual journals

What the suppressed 
Journal metrics would 
look like

Data considered:

• Total citations (TC)
• Journal Impact Factor (JIF)
• Rank in category
• % of journal self-citations in Journal Impact Factor 
numerator
• Proportional increase in Journal Impact Factor 
with/without journal self-citations
• Effect of journal self-citations on rank in category by 
Journal Impact Factor
• Journals in bottom 10% ranking by TC and/or by JIF are 
not suppressed
• Suppressed journals represent extreme outliers in 
citation behavior
• Science Edition and Social Sciences Edition are analyzed 
separately
• Journals are suppressed for one year, and re-evaluated 
with the next year’s data.
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Title suppression Citation Stacking: Donor and Recipient Journal Pair Suppression

Data considered: 

• Donor as % of Recipient’s Total Citations 
• Donor as % of Recipient’s Journal Impact Factor numerator citations 
• Concentration of citations exchanged into Journal Impact Factor numerator 
• Identification of individual item(s) in Donor Journal with near-exclusive reference to Recipient journal(s) 
• Journals in bottom 10% ranking by TC and/or by Journal Impact Factor, are not suppressed 
• New titles, where citation activity is naturally concentrated, are not suppressed 
• Suppressed journals represent extreme outliers in citation behavior 
• Science Edition and Social Sciences edition are analyzed separately 
• Donor and Recipient journals are suppressed for one year, and re-evaluated with the next year’s data.

What the suppressed Journal
metrics would look like



What’s new 
in the 2018 JCR? 
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Additional metrics and contextual information 

WHAT’S COMING VALUE

Re-designed and enhanced journal profile page  Better understand content, regions, and institutions 
that make a journal influential

Document-level transparency for JIF  Validate the calculation of the JIF

New citation data & indicators -- Citation histogram; median cites to articles; median 
cites to reviews

 Identify relative contribution of different document 
types to JIF; See number/type of items that 
disproportionately drive JIF value

New contextual information -- Geographic representation of authors; list of top 
contributing institutions

 Understand global community of the journal and key 
user groups; Understand contribution of my articles 
to a journal’s performance

Addition of BKCI citations to citation network  See a more complete picture of the citation landscape 
of your journal
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New Landing Page

View your saved Reports

Search for a Journal

Browse Journals by Rank

Browse Categories by Rank
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New Journal Profile 

Journal information

JIF context

Citation impact profile

JIF calculation details

Fully transparent article data

Top-cited items in JIF

Current year information

Journal descriptor (3 years)

Journal information

JIF context

Citation impact profile
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Context and content of the Journal Impact Factor
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Context and content of the Journal Impact Factor
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Context and content of the Journal Impact Factor

Review & Article 
averages

Citations to Articles, 
Reviews and Others

Unlinked Citations are 
also shown
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Data Transparency 

Clear JIF calculation Links to view items in WoS Show All allows drill down to see actual citations
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Data Transparency 
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Data Transparency 

Shows journals, citing items and 
cited references
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Data Transparency 

When exporting the Citations
data you can see all Cited
Document Types.

Everything except Articles and
Reviews are under ‘Other’ in
the JCR interface. Notice Book
citations.
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Updated Journal Profile Page: Geographic and Institutional Distributions

This new feature enables users to see who the top contributors to a journal are, at both institutional and country levels. These
data summarize the characteristics of the journal's published content for 2017 and the two prior years, combined. They are
descriptive data rather than comparative metrics.
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Additional Resources

LibGuides

Clarivate Analytics Essays Page

Science Research Connect Posts:

A Journal Is as a Journal Does: Four Emergent Properties of Journals 
in Scholarly Communication

Learning from History: Understanding the Origin of the JCR

Metaphor and Metrics

Journal Analysis: More than just Impact Factor

Counting is Easy; Metrics are Difficult

JCR Use Cases, Branding, and Terms of Use

Choosing Your Publication Destination Wisely

If you have technical issues with the 2018 JCR
https://support.clarivate.com/WebOfScience

Register here for the
Journal Citation Reports 2018 Webinar 

http://clarivate.libguides.com/home
https://clarivate.com/essays/
https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/journal-journal-four-emergent-properties-journals-scholarly-communication/
https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/learning-history-understanding-origin-jcr/
https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/metaphor-and-metrics/
https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/journal-analysis-just-impact-factor/
https://clarivate.com/blog/counting-easy-metrics-difficult/
https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/a-quick-refresher-on-journal-citation-reports-use-cases-branding-and-terms-of-use/?category=science-research-connect
https://clarivate.com/blog/science-research-connect/a-quick-refresher-on-journal-citation-reports-use-cases-branding-and-terms-of-use/?category=science-research-connect
https://clarivate.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Crv_JCR_Full-Marketing-List_A4_2018_v4.pdf
https://support.clarivate.com/WebOfScience
https://clarivate.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Crv_JCR_Full-Marketing-List_A4_2018_v4.pdf
http://info.clarivate.com/2018-JCR-webinar?utm_campaign=JCR_launch_SAR_2018_prospects_librarians_IMS_V2&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqTrackId=79813c7b7dfa40f4b48b034cd6a64b0d&elq=20c34af5ff47475f9436348d342e4631&elqaid=38961&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=18053
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Mai multe resurse

1. Clarivate Libguides http://clarivate.libguides.com/home

2. Web of Science You Tube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/user/WoSTraining

http://clarivate.libguides.com/home
https://www.youtube.com/user/WoSTraining


Adriana Filip, Solutions Consultant EMEA  |  + 33 6 43 44 95 26 |  adriana.filip@clarivate.com

Clarivate Analytics is an independent company on a bold entrepreneurial mission to help our 
clients radically reduce the time from new idea to life-changing innovation.

How can we help you?

clarivate.com/contact-us

mailto:adriana.filip@clarivate.com
https://clarivate.com/contact-us



