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3 million papers 
per year1

42,500 scholarly 
journals1

14,785 open access  
journals2

13,000 “predatory” 
journals3
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Ever growing scholarly publishing landscape 

12018 STM Report
2Listed in DOAJ June 16, 2020
3May 2020 Economist article

https://www.stm-assoc.org/2018_10_04_STM_Report_2018.pdf
https://doaj.org/
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/05/30/how-to-spot-dodgy-academic-journals
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Ever growing scholarly publishing landscape 
How do researchers and librarians at your institution assess scholarly journals?

Find journals 
consistent with your 
values to showcase 
your research

Ensure your library 
collections support 
rigorous research and 
teaching

Make data-driven 
decisions about 
your open access 
strategy



Selectivity Quality control Transparency Multiple ways to 
view impact
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Web of Science Journal Citation Reports (JCR)

Work with credible 
metrics derived from 
accurate and complete 
data. Journals displaying 
evidence of excessive 
self-citation and citation 
stacking are suppressed 
from Journal Citation 
Reports to support 
research integrity in 
scholarly publishing.

Easily uncover the 
relationship between 
article and journal 
citations to better 
understand a journal’s 
role in the network of 
scholarly 
communications. Access 
to article data helps you 
follow best practices for 
research evaluation.

Evaluate journals with a 
multidimensional view of 
a journal’s impact and 
influence. View citation 
metrics alongside 
descriptive open access 
statistics and contributor 
information that provide 
a holistic picture of each 
journal.

Make confident decisions with objective, unbiased journal statistics from publisher-neutral experts

Quickly find a list of the 
most influential journals 
in the sciences and social 
sciences. Each journal 
profiled in JCR has met 
the rigorous quality and 
impact standards 
documented in the Web 
of Science Core 
Collection editorial 
selection process.

https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/solutions/editorial/
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2020 Journal Citation Reports
Follow best practices for research evaluation with multidimensional journal profiles

12,171
journals

236
categories

83
countries

1,658
Gold OA 
journals

7,487
Hybrid

journals

351
new journals added to the JCR 

this year

33
journals

suppressed

15
Editorial Expression of Concern 

on 15
additional titles

9.41% 
average increase in Journal 

Impact Factor



What is the JCR?

• View Journal Impact Factor and other metrics.

• Data represents a snapshot in time: the 2020 edition 
reflects citations from literature published in 2019.

• All journals in JCR are sourced from two indexes:

̶ Science Citation Index Expanded

̶ Social Sciences Citation Index

• Citations are sourced from all indexes in the Web of 
Science Core Collection.

Learn More about the 2020 edition:  
Product Release Notes 

The JCR is an annual report that distills citation trend data from the Web of Science Core Collection to 
help you understand journal performance.
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AHCI and ESCI journals are not included in the JCR

http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/whatsNewGroup/whatsNewJCR.html
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What is the JCR?

Data as of March 23
This date reflects the extraction of data from Web of Science production files. Creating this snapshot 
allows us to provide full transparency onto the data of the JCR metrics.

Corrections
Please submit correction requests through Customer Care for your region: 
https://support.clarivate.com/s/. Every request is investigated; if there are updates or corrections 
needed, these will be reflected in the Autumn update of the JCR. After the update, no further changes 
can be made.

https://support.clarivate.com/s/
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Research Integrity
Quickly obtain a concise view of each journal’s recent 
citation impact alongside descriptive statistics on 
contributing authors and open access

✓ Assess journals with multiple indicators and visualizations that 
provide you with context for the numbers

✓ Quickly and easily distinguish the difference between article 
versus journal metrics.

For more 
information, see 
ISI’s Profiles, not 
Metrics Report

https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/campaigns/profiles-not-metrics/


9

Journal Impact Factor 2019 Journal Impact Factor

Ratio of 
citations from 2019 to papers 
published in 2017 and 2018 
to 
papers published in 2017 and 2018

2020

Journal

2016

Journal

20182017

Journal Journal

2019

Journal

Learn more: JCR Best Practices

http://jcr.help.clarivate.com/Content/best-practices.htm
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What is the JCR?

NUMERATOR DENOMINATOR

Citations are drawn only from the Web of Science Core 
Collection: 

✓ Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) 

✓ Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI) 

✓ Arts & Humanities Citation Index (AHCI) 

✓ Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI) 

✓ Conference Proceedings Citation Index (CPCI)

• Science edition 

• Social Sciences and Humanities edition 

✓ Book Citation Index 

• Science edition 

• Social Sciences and Humanities edition

Citations are NOT drawn from any other Web of Science
platform database (e.g. Biosis Citation Index, SciELO, etc.)

COUNTED – Citable Items: 
• Original research articles 
• Review articles 
• Proceedings papers 
• Technical notes 
• Supplements: full articles will count

NOT COUNTED: 
• Editorials
• Discussions
• Meeting abstracts
• Book reviews
• News items
• Letters or Commentaries, unless they function as 

articles, such as the letters in Physical Review 
Letters.



11

Journal Impact Factor 
Help your researchers draw better informed conclusions about journal impact

Assess journal performance in context 
with ready-made visualizations that 
show a journal’s rank and performance 
over time:

• See whether a journal’s JIF is growing 
or declining 

• Determine how the journal’s JIF 
ranks it in comparison to other 
journals in its subject category or 
categories.
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Journal Impact Factor 
Help your institution conduct research evaluation more responsibly 

• Recognize the extent to 
which outlier papers 
may be driving a 
journal’s JIF

• See the difference 
between paper versus 
journal level citations

• Understand how citation 
rates vary for articles 
versus reviews. 
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Journal Impact Factor 
Easily assess a journal’s relevance to your research

✓ Determine whether your 
manuscript is a good 
topical fit for a journal

✓ Quickly identify your 
institution’s contribution 
to a journal’s JIF by 
clicking through to 
analyze its citable items 
in the Web of Science 
Core Collection. 
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Journal Impact Factor 
Easily assess a journal’s relevance to your research

• Understand a journal’s 
audience by viewing the 
affiliations and countries of 
contributing authors​.
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Make confident decisions about your open access strategy
Transparent open data in the JCR

✓ Identify reputable journals that can 
make your article available as open 
access at the time of publication​

✓ Understand how journals’ access 
models impact the scholarly 
discourse within your community 

✓ Make data driven decisions about 
your organization’s open access 
policies.

Open Access data sourced from Our Research↗ (formerly ImpactStory).

https://our-research.org/
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Make confident collections management decisions 
Easily understand how open access articles contribute to hybrid journals

View OA status at the article level for 
the full list of citable items, and export 
the data as a CSV file to use in your 
analytics projects.
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Make confident collections management decisions 

✓ Quickly identify which 
journals in the sciences 
and social sciences are 
cited most often by 
scholars in over 200 
disciplines​.



18

Rely on Journal Citation Reports to identify the right journals

Find the best-fit 
journals for your 
manuscript using with 
a tool that helps you 
consider audience, 
topical relevance, open 
access and citation 
impact

​Ensure that your 
library collections 
support rigorous 
research and teaching 
using publisher-neutral 
data produced by 
objective experts

Obtain the 
transparency you need 
to make data-driven 
decisions about your 
open access strategy 
with ease and speed 
using an intuitive tool

Conduct research 
evaluation more 
responsibly with 
multidimensional 
journal indicators and 
context for the 
numbers



Training resources
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JCR Learning Page LibGuides

http://clarivate.libguides.com/jcr

Save time updating your LibGuides
by reusing pages from ours.

Point students and faculty to      
“how to” content available 24/7.

JCR Learning Page

http://clarivate.libguides.com/jcr
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/support/home/
https://clarivate.com/webofsciencegroup/support/jcr/


Cursuri Online | Iulie 2020 
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INREGISTRARE INREGISTRARE

CUM SE REALIZEAZĂ O REVIZUIRE A LITERATURII

Marți 7 iulie, ora 16.00-17.00

Indiferent dacă scrii un articol sau o disertație, procesul de 

revizuire a literaturii poate fi descurajant. 

Nu ești sigur de unde să începi? Acest webinar te va pune

pe drumul cel bun!

Vom prezenta cum se folosește rețeaua de citare pentru a 

finaliza o căutare completă, salvararea datelor, citarea

corectă, și multe altele.

PERSONALIZEAZĂ EXPERIENȚA WEB OF SCIENCE

Marți 14 iulie, ora 16.00-17.00

Dorești să accesezi Web of Science de oriunde în orice

moment, să salvezi căutări, să configurezi alerte sau să

conectezi alte aplicații (EndNote, Publons)? 

Acest lucru este posibil cu un cont personal Web of 

Science! Află cum poți personaliza platforma Web of 

Science în funcție de preferințele tale și cum poți obține

accesul la multe funcții utile.

https://clarivatesupport.webex.com/clarivatesupport/onstage/g.php?MTID=eabcda72ca9092beb5ee4634b5787b5a3
https://clarivatesupport.webex.com/clarivatesupport/onstage/g.php?MTID=e5ef29b9ce98f85923d6d08e05c2d656d
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