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Who you learn with?

Alison Ferrett is a Research Intelligence Customer Success Manager, 

supporting customers on the responsible use of Elsevier’s research 

intelligence solutions. 

Prior to this, Alison spent 14 years at the University of Plymouth, working 

in the research environment. She worked for the last five years as a 

Research Information Officer responsible for systems implementation 

and management. 

She was successful in rolling out and promoting systems including 

SciVal to support the University’s research strategy. Alison also worked 

as a research assistant with a team of researchers working on women’s 

health. 



• Why the right journal is important?

• How to find a relevant journal for my next article?

• What tools can support me in my publishing challenges?

Agenda



Importance of choosing 

right journal



Selecting the right journal is important

• Quality

• Discoverability

• Visibility

• Impact

• Research assesment and evaluation

INVESTMENT



Selecting the right journal is important

The consequences of choosing a bad journal for good work:

• Monetary costs for the author/institution

• Reputational costs for the work and people involved

• Negative impact on rankings and research assessment

• Durability: no assurance of longevity of the paper

• Delisting of the journal by indexing services

https://thinkchecksubmit.org

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Choose the right journal

Investigate all candidate journals to find out

− Aims and scope

− Accepted types of articles

− Readership

− Read the guide for Authors

− Current hot topics

Ask for help from your supervisor or colleagues



Select the best journal for submission

Look at your references – these should help you narrow your choices. 

Review recent publications in each “candidate journal”. 

Ask yourself the following questions:

Who is this journal’s audience?

How fast does it make a decision or publish your paper?

What are the various Impact metrics for the journal?

Do you want/need to publish Open Access?

Does it really exist or is dubious? (check for example archived version of  

 Beall’s List of Predatory Open Access Publishers)
             

https://beallslist.net/



Read the “Guide for Authors”

➢ Find it on the journal homepage of the publisher, e.g. Elsevier.com

➢ Keep to the Guide for Authors in your manuscript

➢ Editors do not like wasting time on poorly prepared manuscripts 

All Articles should, as relevant: 

• Be up to 3500 words (4500 for randomised controlled trials) with 30 

references (the word count is for the manuscript text only) 



Checklist for journal selection

✓ Does the subject of your article match the journal’s subject focus?

✓ Does the journal accept the article type you intend to submit?

✓ Is the journal read by your target audience?

✓ Is the journal included in bibliographic and subject-specific databases?

✓ Does the journal have an online edition?

✓ Is the journal’s impact factor / CiteScore in line with your requirements?

✓ Is the journal regarded as prestigious one in its field by colleagues and peers?

✓ What is the turnaround time for articles submitted to the journal?

✓ How many times in a year is the journal published?

✓ What are the publication charges? (Only applicable for Open Access)

✓ Is the length and structure of your manuscript acceptable to the journal?



Your Journals list for this manuscript

You now have a list of candidate journals for your manuscript……

All authors of the submission agree to this list of journals

Write your draft as if you are going to submit to the first journal on your list. Use its 

Guide for Authors -  these differ per journal

DO NOT gamble by submitting your manuscript to more than one journal at a 

time.

 International ethics standards prohibit multiple/simultaneous submissions, and 

editors DO find out! (Trust us, they DO!)



The peer review process



https://theconversation.com/predicting-who-will-publish-or-perish-as-career-academics-18473



The Peer Review Process is not a black 

hole!

Submit a 

paper

Basic requirements met?

REJECT

Assign 

reviewers

Collect reviewers’ 

recommendations

Make a 

decision
Revise the 

paper

[Reject]

[Revision required]

[Accept]

[Yes]

[No]
Review and give 

recommendation

START

ACCEPT

Author Editor Reviewer

Michael Derntl. Basics of Research Paper Writing and Publishing. 

http://dbis.rwth-aachen.de/~derntl/papers/misc/paperwriting.pdf



First Decision: “Accepted” or “Rejected”

Accepted
• Very rare, but it happens

• Congratulations!
▪ Cake for the department

▪ Now wait for page proofs and then 
for your article to be online and in 
print

Rejected
• Probability 40-90% ...

• Do not despair
▪ It happens to everybody

• Try to understand WHY
▪ Consider reviewers’ advice

▪ Be self-critical

• If you submit to another 

journal, begin as if it were a 

new manuscript
▪ Take advantage of the reviewers’ 

comments and revise accordingly
▪ They may review your manuscript 

for the next journal too!

▪ Read the Guide for Authors of the 
new journal, again and again.



The Peer Review Process – revisions

Submit a 

paper

Basic requirements met?

REJECT

Assign 

reviewers

Collect reviewers’ 

recommendations

Make a 

decision
Revise the 

paper

[Reject]

[Revision required]

[Accept]

[Yes]

[No]
Review and give 

recommendation

START

ACCEPT

Author Editor Reviewer



Manuscript Revision

Prepare a detailed Response Letter

Copy-paste each reviewer comment, and type your response below it

State specifically which changes you have made to the manuscript

Include page/line numbers

Provide a scientific response to comments to accept, .....

..... or a convincing, solid and polite rebuttal when you feel the reviewer 

was wrong.

Write in such a manner, that your response can be forwarded to the 

reviewer without prior editing

.....Why then run the risk of avoidable rejection by not taking manuscript revision 

seriously?



Increasing the likelihood of acceptance

All these various steps are not difficult.

You have to be consistent.

You have to check and recheck before submitting.

Make sure you tell a logical, clear, story about your findings.

Especially, take note of referees’  comments.  They improve your 

paper.

This should increase the likelihood of your paper being accepted, and  being in 
the 30%  (accepted) not the 70% (rejected) group!   



• Value from mentoring young researchers 

• Enjoyment in reviewing

• General interest in the area

• Awareness of new research and developments before their peers 

• Career development 

• Help with own research or new ideas 

• Association with journals and Editors 

• Keep updated with latest developments

Why do reviewers review?



What leads to acceptance ?

Attention to details

Check and double check your work

Consider the reviewers’ comments

English must be as good as possible

Presentation is important

Take your time with revision

Acknowledge those who have helped you

New, original and previously unpublished

Critically evaluate your own manuscript

Ethical rules must be obeyed

– Nigel John Cook

Editor-in-Chief, Ore Geology Reviews



The Cover letter



Cover Letter

Final approval from all 

authors

Explanation of importance of 

research

Suggested reviewers



Only the handling Editor will see your cover letter 

Suggestions

Address the letter to the Editor formally and correctly by name, with the journal name. 

Check that the journal has not changed its Aims and Scope recently

Do not exaggerate or inflate the claims you are making

Not too long: One side of a sheet of paper max  using normal 12-point Times or Ariel font.

Avoid humour 



How to choose 

the right journal?

Practical ways and how to use Elsevier tools 

to help make a wise decision



Idea 1: use your bibliography



Idea 1: use your bibliography



Idea 2. Use Scopus: 

explore the search results



Quickly find relevant and trusted research, identify experts, and access reliable 

data, metrics and analytical tools to support confident decisions around research 

strategy – all from one database and one subscription. 

Scopus: the main data source for SciVal

7,000+
Publishers

27,950

Serial titles

292,000+

Books

94 million+
Items

17 million+
Author profiles

94,000+
Affiliation profiles

1.7 billion cited references

dating back to 1970

Identify and analyze which 

journals to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has been 

published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas



Idea 2: explore the search results



Idea 2: explore the search results



Idea 3. Use Scopus: 

explore the sources



• The CSAB is an independent board of subject experts from all over the world.
• Comprised of 17 Subject Chairs.
• Board members are chosen for their expertise in specific subject areas; many 

have (journal) Editor experience.
• Year round, the board members are responsible for reviewing all titles that 

are suggested to Scopus.

Expert Curated content selection by the independent Content 

Selection & Advisory Board (CSAB)



Transparent Scopus selection criteria for serial content

1) All titles should meet all technical criteria in order to be considered for Scopus review:

2) Eligible titles are reviewed by the CSAB according to 14 selection criteria in 5 categories:

Peer-review English title, 

abstract, keywords

At least 2 years and 

regular publication
Publication ethics 

statement

Journal Policy Quality of Content Journal Standing Regularity Online Availability

Serials include journals, book series or conference series.



Maintaining high-quality: 

Scopus rigorous re-evaluation process and criteria
• Less than half of the reviewed titles are selected for Scopus coverage.

• The Content Selection Advisory Board is selective and strict on quality.



Idea 3: check the list our indexed journals



Idea 4. Use Scopus: 

check the journal metrics



Bibliometric indicators: a basket of metrics

Use these over time: Scopus Compare Source tool

Number 
of 

papers

CiteScore SJR SNIP
% of 

reviews

% not 
cited

Citation 
count

PlumX
Impact 
factor *

* - not in Scopus; property of Clarivate Analytics

https://www.scopus.com/source/eval.uri


CiteScore

• This metric counts the citations received in past 4 

years to articles, reviews, conference papers, 

book chapters and data papers published in the 

same timeframe, and divides this by the number of 

publications published in these 4 years.

• The same documents are included in the 

nominator and denominator.

• The value depends on the discipline.

• More than 24k journals and more than 700 book 

series have CiteScore.

2016 20182017 20202019 2021

𝐶𝑖𝑡𝑒𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 2020 =
𝐶𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 2017 𝑎𝑛𝑑 2020

𝐷𝑜𝑐𝑢𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑝𝑢𝑏𝑙𝑖𝑠ℎ𝑒𝑑 𝑏𝑒𝑡𝑤𝑒𝑒𝑛 2017 𝑎𝑛𝑑 2020



SNIP – Source Normalized Impact per Paper

• Developed by CWTS, University of Leiden in The Netherlands.

• Measures contextual citation impact by weighting citations 

based on the total number of citations in a subject field. 

• The impact of a single citation is given higher value in subject 

areas where citations are less likely, and vice versa.

• It’s a normalized parameter, thus it allows to compare journals

across disciplines.



SJR – SCImago Journal Rank

• Developed by SCImago, Spain.

• A prestige metric that can be applied to journals, book 

series and conference proceedings. 

• It bases on the eigenvector network theory – nodes may

have different „value” or „weight”.

• With SJR, the subject field, quality and reputation of the 

journal have a direct effect on the value of a citation.



How the journal is performing? - CiteScore, SJR and SNIP 

Step 1: From Scopus Sources, 
search for journal

Step 2: Check the annual journal 
metrics CiteScore, SJR and 
SNIP

Step 3: Check the CiteScore 
Tracker

In which category does the 
journal rank the highest?

Idea 4: check the journal metrics



Idea 5. Use Scopus: 

compare sources



Compare up to 10 journals

With the Compare sources 
option in Scopus, you can 
benchmark and understand 
the performance of choosen 
journals using the CiteScore 
annual value or other 
metrics.

Idea 5: Scopus Compare Sources 



Idea 6: use the Elsevier 

Journal Finder 



Elsevier Journal Matching tool 

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/

Idea 7: enjoy an automated Journal Finder

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/


Valuable resources 

for authors 



Researcher Academy

52



A free e-learning platform designed to guide and support Early and Mid-Career 

Researchers throughout their research journey. In doing so we hope to unlock their 

potential.

• 45% PhD/Postdoc

• 30% Masters

• 25% Other

What is Researcher Academy?



Link: https://webshop.elsevier.com/

https://webshop.elsevier.com/


Publish with Elsevier

Elsevier has 140 years’ experience curating and verifying scientific knowledge so 
wherever you are in your publication journey, we are here to help you. 

More information for authors: https://www.elsevier.com/authors/submit-your-paper

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/submit-your-paper


Elsevier Online Training Hub

https://www.elsevier.com/hubs/central-

and-eastern-europe-customer-hub



Where to find information about indexed  titles?

1. Monthly list can be found on the Scopus Content webpage (scroll to the bottom of the page) 

Simply click to download the Excel file, and then select the second tab called “Discontinued Titles”.

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/how-scopus-works/content/


2. Monthly list can be found on the Scopus Sources page.

.

Where to find information about indexed  

titles?

https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri


Questions? 



Thank you

Alison Ferrett, Customer Success Manager, Research Intelligence, Elsevier

a.ferrett@elsevier.com
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