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About the IEEE
 IEEE is a leading authority and trusted voice in a wide 

variety of areas ranging from electrical engineering, 
telecom, computing, aerospace, AI, semiconductors, 
power and energy, sustainability and more

 Not for profit “Advancing Technology For Humanity”
 World’s largest technical  largest technical professional 

organization with over 450,000 members globally

 IEEE Xplore digital library by the numbers:
– More than 6 million total documents
– More than 24 million downloads per month
– Over 8 million unique users each month

 Core areas of activity:
– Membership organization  
– Conferences organizer 
– Standards developer
– Publisher of leading journals, conferences, standards, eBooks, 

and eLearning

IEEE is committed to helping 
combat the effects of climate 
change through pragmatic and 
accessible technical solutions and 
providing engineers and 
technologists with a space for 
discussion and action. IEEE has also 
developed a climate change 
collection of articles on IEEE Xplore.
climate-change.ieee.org

A volunteer network empowering 
off-grid communities through 
education and the creation of 
sustainable, affordable, locally 
owned entrepreneurial energy 
businesses serving 70,000 people 
in 280 villages in Cameroon, Haiti, 
Nigeria, Kenya, South Sudan, 
Himalayas, India and more.
smartvillage.ieee.org

IEEE Smart Village Activities

IEEE Action on Climate Change

Celebrating 140 Years of                
Advancing Technology for Humanity



Where To Publish OA?



To help authors gain maximum exposure for their groundbreaking 
research and application-oriented articles, IEEE offers three options for 
open access (OA) publishing, all designed to meet the varying needs of 
our authors throughout their careers.

IEEE’s Evolving Open Access Program

OA Publishing Options
1. Hybrid Journals – 180+ journals and magazines spanning 

an array of technology fields. These titles have 
Transformative Status under Plan S.

2. Fully Open Access Topical Journals – 30+ titles and 
more coming soon

3. Multidisciplinary OA journal - IEEE Access 
o IEEE’s largest open access journal, over 60,000 articles since 2013
o Highly cited journal in a range of fields
o Rapid yet rigorous peer review process of 4 to 6 weeks.

With the above options for authors, IEEE has published 
over 100,000 open access articles in IEEE Xplore. 





IEEE publishes more than 30 fully Open Access journals

▸ IEEE Access 
▸ IEEE Journal of the Electron Devices Society 
▸ IEEE Journal of Selected Topics in Applied Earth Observations 

and Remote Sensing
▸ IEEE Journal on Exploratory Solid-State Computational Devices 

and Circuits 
▸ IEEE Journal of Indoor and Seamless Positioning and Navigation
▸ IEEE Journal of Selected Areas in Sensors New for 2024
▸ IEEE Journal of Microwaves 
▸ IEEE Journal of Translational Engineering in Health and Medicine 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Antennas and Propagation 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Circuits and Systems 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of the Communications Society 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of the Computer Society 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Control Systems
▸ IEEE Open Journal on Immersive Displays New for 2024
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Engineering in Medicine and Biology 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of the Industrial Electronics Society 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Industry Applications 

▸ IEEE Open Journal of Instrumentation and Measurement
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Intelligent Transportation Systems
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Nanotechnology
▸ IEEE Open Access Journal of Power and Energy 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Power Electronics 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Signal Processing 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of the Solid-State Circuits Society 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Systems Engineering 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Ultrasonics, Ferroelectrics, and 

Frequency Control 
▸ IEEE Open Journal of Vehicular Technology
▸ IEEE Photonics Journal 
▸ IEEE Systems, Man, and Cybernetics Letters New 

for 2024
▸ IEEE Trans. on Machine Learning in Communications and 

Networking 
▸ IEEE Transactions on Neural Systems and Rehabilitation 

Engineering
▸ IEEE Transactions on Privacy New for 2024
▸ IEEE Transactions on Quantum Engineering 

All hosted on the IEEE Xplore® Digital Library and are fully compliant with funder mandates, including Plan S. 

More information: open.ieee.org



Twelve of IEEE’s new fully open access journals recently launched in 2020 were awarded 

their first Journal Impact Factors and accepted into the Web of Science Core 

Collection :

Source: Journal Citation Reports (Clarivate Analytics, 2023)

New IEEE Open Access Journals Receive 
First Impact Factors

According to Clarivate, the Web of Science Core Collection follows a unique  selection 
process using a set of 24 quality criteria designed to select for editorial rigor and best 
practice at the journal level. Journals that meet the quality criteria  are entered into the 
Clarivate Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI).

• IEEE Open Journal of Antennas and Propagation

• IEEE Open Journal of Circuits and Systems

• IEEE Open Journal of the Communications Society

• IEEE Open Journal of the Computer Society

• IEEE Open Journal of Engineering in Medicine and Biology

• IEEE Open Journal of the Industrial Electronics Society

• IEEE Open Journal of Intelligent Transportation Systems

• IEEE Open Journal of Nanotechnology

• IEEE Open Journal of Power Electronics

• IEEE Open Access Journal of Power and Energy

• IEEE Open Journal of Signal Processing

• IEEE Open Journal of Vehicular Technology



Paper Submission & Peer Review

IEEE Electronic Copyright Form

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

1. Author requests APC funding in Standard (in 
Touch-Free this is automatically done)

2. Funding is approved/denied from institution 
within RLSC portal

3. Author receives confirmation on funding 
request approval/denial

4. If denied, author can pay by invoice

8

IEEE - CCC RLSC Workflow Overview

● Contact onlinesupport@ieee.org for specific profile questions or changes to existing profiles

mailto:OnlineSupport@ieee.org


Author Process: 
Submission



Submission – Step 1 

IEEE Publication Recommender helps authors find the most suitable 
journal and displays journal’s OA Status with submission URL

https://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home

Note: Open Access status clearly displayed in results.

https://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home


Submission – Step 1 – in IEEE Xplore

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/browse/periodicals/title?refinements=Publisher:I
EEE&showActiveTitlesOnly=true

https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/browse/periodicals/title?refinements=Publisher:IEEE&showActiveTitlesOnly=true
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/browse/periodicals/title?refinements=Publisher:IEEE&showActiveTitlesOnly=true


Submission – Step 1 – in IEEE Xplore



Submission process

• The corresponding author will complete the submission process.
• Authors submitting to fully OA journals will be asked to accept OA terms and charges during 

Step 1.
• Authors submitting to hybrid journals will not be asked to select OA until after acceptance.



Submission – Step 1 – Fully OA journal

The institutional partners list goes to https://open.ieee.org/for-institutions/institutional-partners/

https://open.ieee.org/for-institutions/institutional-partners/


Submission – Step 4

Corresponding 
author adds 
affiliation data 
for all authors.

The institution 
entered will be 
used to match 
the author with 
an institutional 
OA agreement 
with Ringgold 
API.

**Authors should use their institutional email address**

Step 4: author enters metadata

Ringgold is integrated
in submission system



Author Process: 
Acceptance and Copyright



Acceptance

• If the manuscript is accepted, the author will be prompted to upload 
the final files and choose a copyright license.

• Hybrid journal authors will choose to publish open access or 
traditional (closed).



Post acceptance – upload final files in ScholarOne
Most IEEE Publications use ScholarOne for submission of final files.

1-Jan-20231-Jan-2023TGRS--2023



Post acceptance – hybrid review
IEEE supports author choice 
when publishing in a hybrid 
journal.

Hybrid journal authors are 
asked to select open access or 
traditional (closed) after 
acceptance.

The institutional partners list 
goes to https://open.ieee.org/for-
institutions/institutional-partners/

https://open.ieee.org/for-institutions/institutional-partners/
https://open.ieee.org/for-institutions/institutional-partners/


Post acceptance – upload final files in Author Portal
Some IEEE Publications have migrated to the IEEE Author Portal, a new and streamlined interface for authors.

Main Landing Page (what an author sees when they login to 
Author Portal and have a submission awaiting Final Files.

Once they submitted final files, the author is
met with a screen that gives them a prompt to 
click and sign off on the Publishing Agreement.



Post acceptance – copyright selection
After acceptance, authors will be prompted to choose a copyright license using the 
IEEE Electronic Copyright Form (eCF).

• Authors publishing in hybrid journals may choose between:
• CC-BY: author retains copyright and the article is published open access
• CC-BY NC-ND: author retains copyright in a more restrictive license than CC-BY in that the 

article may not be reused for commercial purposes, nor may the article be changed in any way
• Traditional license in which copyright is transferred to the publisher and the article is published 

behind a paywall

• Authors publishing in gold journals may choose between CC-BY or CC-BY NC-ND.
• Authors should confirm any license restrictions set by the institution.



IEEE Electronic Copyright Form (eCF) 

1. Confirm that the article 
details are correct.

2. Confirm the paper’s 
originality

3. OA Authors must agree 
“to pay” an APC (Article 
Processing Charge)

4. Select and sign CC-BY 
license type

5. Download a copy of the 
agreement



Author Process: 
RightsLink for Scientific 

Communications (RLSC)



Article Acceptance

A funding request is 
automatically sent to the 
institution when a 
manuscript matches the 
touch free profile.

The author receives an 
email when the request is 
approved or denied by the 
institution.



Administrator Process
Responding to funding requests, reporting, and setting alerts



Account Administrator capabilities

• The Institutional Portal in RightsLink for Scientific Communications (RLSC) allows 
administrators to:

• View pending transactions
• Approve or deny funding requests
• Manage notifications
• Pull transaction reports

• Administrators can also set IEEE Xplore alerts to monitor published articles



Administrators will 
receive an email when 
an eligible author 
chooses to seek funding 
under their account.

This email is sent in both 
touch free and traditional 
workflows.

Notifications



When administrators 
log in, they will be able 
to view and respond to 
outstanding requests.

RLSC Institutional Portal dashboard



Responding to funding requests
Pending articles will be shown at the top of the page by default.

Clicking the number in the “Total Fees” 
column will bring up the order confirmation 
page with manuscript details.

2,345.00 USD



Approving requests

Clicking “Approve” will launch a pop-up box that 
prompts the administrator to confirm approval. As 
further confirmation, the author also receives a 
Funding Approved email.

Administrators can also choose to 
approve requests automatically under 
the “Billing Profiles” tab.



Denying requests

If a funding request is denied, administrators 
can select the reason from the pre-populated 
dropdown list. The reason will be included in 
the notification email sent to the author.

Administrators can also add an 
explanation or further instructions. (If 
“Other” is selected from the dropdown 
menu, this field is mandatory.)



Adding Custom Notifications
Custom Notifications can be created so that a contact or contacts can be notified when a profile has met a 
set value. 
This is often used as an alert when the profile has only a few APCs remaining.
A notification will alert a contact or contacts by email that a value has been reached.

Step 1: Click 
Bell under 
“Notifications”

Step 2: Add 
notification 
contact

Step 3: Set 
threshold 
for alert



Billing Profiles

If an institution has 
agreements with 
multiple publishers that 
use RLSC, they will be 
able to access all 
profiles from the “Billing 
Profiles” tab.

Administrators can also 
set automatic 
approvals, manage 
notifications, and view 
agreement details.



Billing Profiles

Clicking on a specific profile 
will bring up agreement 
details.

Most of the data is read-only. 

Administrators can add 
contacts, manage 
notifications, add a special 
note to authors, and choose 
to require an order number.



Reports
In the “Reports” tab, 
administrators can run 
Transaction Summary 
Reports based on various 
criteria.

Full reports are sent by 
email in XLS format.

• If an institution has profiles with multiple publishers, manuscripts 
from all publishers will be shown by default. Users can select to 
limit results to a single publisher.

• Transaction Summary Report data is refreshed hourly.
• RLSC reports do not include traditionally published articles.



Additional OA resources
IEEE Open and IEEE Author Resources



In addition to the full-text article, users also want access to data and 
research artifacts to try to reproduce the results and see if the hypothesis 
holds. So IEEE introduced:

 Code Ocean – Allows authors to publish code or algorithms associated 
with research articles in a computable environment and linked to IEEE 
Xplore. Authors can upload code free of charge and users can access 
code without a subscription.

 IEEE DataPort – Enables authors to publish large data sets associated 
with their research. Institutional subscription options now available
offering many benefits that help institutions comply with funding agency 
requirements and maintain best practices for data management, 
storage, while providing other researchers with access to your data.

 TechRxiv – IEEE launched a new Preprint Server for Engineering and 
Technology, a service that lets authors post early and fully open versions 
of their articles, prior to peer review and prior to being published.

These enhancements improve the extent we can help researchers communicate 
the value of their research by facilitating the communication and availability of 
their research findings online.

IEEE Supports Open Science and Reproducible Research



IEEE Tools for Authors

▸ IEEE Author Support Tools:
 Find the right periodical or conference for your 

research with the IEEE Publication Recommender
 Download your article template easily with the 

IEEE Template Selector
 Analyze your article's LaTeX files prior to 

submission to avoid delays in publishing. The IEEE 
LaTeX Analyzer will identify potential setbacks 
such as incomplete files or different versions of 
LaTeX.

 Verify your reference list with the IEEE Reference 
Preparation Assistant

 Test if your article will display properly in IEEE
Xplore® Digital Library with the IEEE PDF Checker

Get your article ready for submission quickly with help from IEEE Author Tools

IEEE Author Center:
ieeeauthorcenter.ieee.org



IEEE Open Access Partners



IEEE Title List on IEEE Open



IEEE Open Access Author Guide



Summary of what we’ve covered

• Author Process
• Submission process
• Post acceptance
• RightsLink for Scientific Communications (RLSC)

• Administrator Process
• Notifications
• Responding to funding requests
• Reports
• Additional IEEE open access resources



Additional Resources

IEEE Open 
https://open.ieee.org/

CCC RLSC: Resources for Institutions
https://www.copyright.com/rlinstitutionalportalrc/

IEEE Author Center
https://ieeeauthorcenter.ieee.org/

IEEE Author Posting Guidelines
https://www.ieee.org/publications/rights/author-posting-policy.html

https://open.ieee.org/
https://www.copyright.com/rlinstitutionalportalrc/
https://ieeeauthorcenter.ieee.org/
https://www.ieee.org/publications/rights/author-posting-policy.html
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