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Introduction to 
IOP Publishing



A scientific publishing 
company wholly owned by the 
Institute of Physics (IOP)

Peer-reviewed journals, 
conference proceedings, books, 
magazines, and web sites

All profit or surplus is given as Gift Aid to 
the Institute of Physics - >85% of IOP’s 
income

Head office in Bristol, UK

Staff also based in China, Europe, USA, 
Japan, India, Australia, Mexico and 
Singapore

400 employees worldwide



Our portfolio comprises 

over 100 journals, 

including partner titles.

Our ebook collection 

started in 2014 and now 

features over 900 titles

Our conference series 

titles are three of the 

largest journals in 

science, publishing 

23,000 proceedings 

articles in 2023

Physics World is the 

world’s leading physics 

magazine, supported by 

our team of award-

winning science 

journalists.

Journals eBooks Proceedings Science News

Our publications



Diverse topical coverage across our journal portfolio

Multidisciplinary
appeal

Biomedical
science

Chemistry

Materials

Astrophysics
/Astronomy

Physics

Engineering

Environmental
science

Computational
science



A selection of quartile 1 Impact Factor subject-specific titles
  



Open access and 
transformative 

agreements



Transformative agreements are contracts negotiated between institutions and 
publishers that transform the business model underlying scholarly publishing 

towards a fully open access model.

You might also hear 
them referred to as 
read and publish or 
institutional open 
access agreements.

Subscriptions 

= Reading access

Subscriptions and article 
publication charges = 
Reading and publish

Read and 
Publish

What is a Transformative Agreement?



⦿ Historically journals mainly operated the subscription model

⦿ (Usually) free to publish, libraries pay for access

⦿ Authors are generally allowed to self-archive their accepted MS on a public repository 

(embargo period?) – Green Open Access

⦿ Many journals (all IOP’s subscription journals) are now “hybrid” – giving you the option to publish 

OA within a subscription journal

⦿ Increase in number of pure Gold Open Access  journals

⦿ Final published article is made freely available upon payment of an article publication charge (APC)

⦿ APC paid to the publisher by the author/funder

⦿ Published under a CC-BY licence, allowing reuse

Open Access



• Full APC waiver for lowest-
income countries

• APC discount for lower middle-
income countries



The Anelis Plus 
agreement for 
Romania



Open access for Romania

● Authors across Romania can publish open access at no cost to themselves

● This is thanks to a transformative agreement between IOP Publishing and Anelis Plus

● It allows corresponding authors from 13 member institutions to publish unlimited open 
access without having to pay APC’s themselves

● Authors can publish in 70+ gold open access and hybrid titles (list A, B and D)

● It also provides read access to more than 100 journals on iopscience.iop.org, including our 
full archive back to 1874



So far…
  





How can I tell if I am covered? 

● Romania dedicated support page

● Ask your library team/library knowledge base

● Use the Journal Finder tool

● Important 

● To be eligible you must be the corresponding author

● Remember to check the eligible journals list. 

The “Corresponding Author” is the author that submits a manuscript and is responsible for communicating with the journal 
during the submission, peer review and publication process, as well as being listed as the author to be contacted in the 
printed/online publication. 

https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/researchers-from-romania/
https://iopp.chronoshub.io/?fq=
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/eligible-journals-transformative-agreements/


How to use the Journal Finder tool



iopscience.org/transformative-agreements



Anelis Consortium – eligible institutions

Horia Hulubei Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare în Fizică și Inginerie Nucleară
Institute of Space Science
Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare pentru Fizica Materialelor
Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare pentru în Microtehnologii
Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare pentru Fizică Tehnică – IFT Iaşi
Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare pentru Optoelectronica – INOE 2000
Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare pentru Tehnologii Criogenice și Izotopice Ramnicu Valcea
Institutul Național de Cercetare-Dezvoltare pentru Tehnologii Izotopice și Moleculare
Institutul Național pentru Fizica Laserilor, Plasmei si Radiatiei
Unitatea Executiva Pentru Finantarea Invatamantului Superior a Cercetarii Dezvoltarii si Inovarii
Universitatea „Dunărea de Jos” din Galați
Universitatea de Vest din Timișoara
Universitatea Politehnica din București



Why publish 
open 

access?



● Increased exposure and impact in the 
research community

● Growth in downloads and citations

● Expanding scientific equality

● Public can immediately access research

● Compliance with expanding open access 
funder requirements

Open Access benefits



Open access benefits

Get greater exposure

OA article downloads are on average 70% 
higher than non-OA articles in the same 
journal 

70%
Comply with grant
obligations

Achieve a higher impact

OA article citations are on average 15% 
higher than non-OA articles in the same 
journal 

15%

Be the word on the street

OA article Altmetric scores are on average 
19% higher than non-OA articles in the 
same journal

19%Research will comply with any further 
mandates for OA

Publish under a CC-BY 4.0 
license

The most commonly used license for gold 
OA publishing, which was liberal reuse rights 
attached to it

High-quality peer-review 
and production services

IOP Publishing is committed to maintaining 
high-value and trustworthy author and 
reader services throughout its entire journal 
portfolio



What do our authors say?



How do I publish 
under an 
agreement?



How do I publish under an agreement?



When ready to start the submission, follow steps 1-4 on our 
submission system; ScholarOne.

The submission process will vary on some of our society partner journals.

Author Guide



Step 4 - providing author information

The corresponding author will need to 
make sure their affiliation is clearly 
stated on the submission form (please 
use the autofill) and on the article 
itself.



Step 6 
Open access choice
Hybrid journal

Whichever OA option is chosen, IOP 
will always identify whether an 
article is eligible for TA funding



Step 6 
Open access choice
Gold journal  



During the peer review process, we 
identify eligible articles.

We’ll email the corresponding author 
informing them of their inclusion in the 
agreement.

The subject line will be: ‘Open access 
options for your article: article ID’

No opt-in action is needed.

Keeping authors updated



The author will be asked to sign a CC BY copyright form.
Once the article is accepted it will be published open access.

Signing copyright





Why choose IOP 
Publishing?



Our promise is that we will always:

• Invest 100% of our funds back into science

• Publish only the content that genuinely adds to 

scientific knowledge

• Ensure our terms are reasonable

• Put research integrity ahead of profit

• Admit our errors and set them right

We will never:

• Relinquish our not-for-profit status

• Have shareholders for whom we put profit 

above purpose



Leaders in peer review

• Free and comprehensive peer review training 

tailored for the physical sciences

• Gives excellent reviewers credit for their hard 

work via Trusted Reviewer Status

• Allows reviewers to get feedback on their 

reports from editors

• Peer Review Excellence Hub
https://ioppublishing.org/peer-review-excellence

https://ioppublishing.org/peer-review-excellence/


publishingsupport.iop.org



Visit the Early Career Research Hub: iopscience.org/early-career-researcher-hub

A step-by-step guide from how to structure your paper, to how to maximise its 
impact post publication, and everything in-between.

• Pre-submissions article assessment
• Templates for articles
• Editage - language editing service

What to expect when publishing your first research paper
• Recommended tips, tools and websites
• Discover what our authors wish they had known at the beginning
• Find out how to promote your work 

Discover more about what it is like to publish in our journals through the voice of 
our authors.

https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/early-career-researcher-hub/
https://editing.iopscience.iop.org/
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Thank you. 

Do you have any questions?
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